
DELINEATION OF CLEARING LIMITS 
 
Description 
Establishing clearing limits minimizes the total amount of bare soil exposed to erosive forces by 
(1) controlling the amount of ground that is cleared and grubbed at one time in preparation for 
construction, and (2) limiting the amount of time that bare ground may remain exposed before 
slope protection or stabilization measures are put into place.  This measure, in conjunction with 
appropriate timing (avoiding the rainy season) can reduce or even eliminate erosion and 
sedimentation. 
 
Conditions Where Practice Applies 
Clearing limits may be used in any areas where vegetation must be removed to facilitate 
construction.  It may be necessary to carefully coordinate land clearing, grading, and erosion 
control measures. 
 
Limitations 
 
None. 
 
Design Parameters 

 Evaluate the erosion potential of the project site (based on slope, soil type, intended 
season of work, use of heavy equipment). 
 Based on the above analysis, establish the maximum allowable area that may be exposed 

at one time.  The project site plan should clearly specify the maximum allowable 
exposure area. 
 Initiate slope protection and reclamation as work progresses to help minimize the amount 

of disturbed soil. 
 Be ready to seed or otherwise restabilize exposed soils when the growing season (early 

spring and early fall) begins 


